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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH KENYAN AMBASSADOR JOHN MBOGUA 

1. AT LUNCHEON 18TH WITH AMBASSADOR MBOGUA HE RAISED THE 
QUESTION OE U.S. SUPPORT EOR NEW PORT IN KENYA. WHILE 
EMPHASIZING STRATEGIC REASONS EOR PORT, HE ALSO EMPHASIZED 
NEED EOR NEW PORT TO ACCOMMODATE ANTICIPATED ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, PARTICULARLY AROUND TANA RIVER. I TOLD HIM 
PRIVATELY THAT IT WOULD BE EAR BETTER IE HE WERE TO DROP 
THE QUESTION OE STRATEGIC USE EOR NEW PORT AND EMPHASIZE 
ONLY COMMERCIAL. HE UNDERSTOOD AND ACCEPTED (I THINK) THIS 
DISTINCTION AND PREEERENTIAL EMPHASIS. HE ALSO ACKNOWL- 
EDGED THAT THESE WERE ENTIRELY HIS OWN IDEAS AND HAD NOT 
BEEN DISCUSSED WITH NAIROBI. HOWEVER, MBOGUA ALSO FEELS 
HE WOULD LIKE TO CLARIEY MILITARY SUPPORT 
U.S. MIGHT PROVIDE KENYA IN EUTURE, INCLUDING IN TIME OF 
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CRISIS. CONTINUING CONVERSATION ALONG STRICTLY "PRIVATE 
AND PERSONAL LINE", I SUGGESTED TO MBOGUA THAT WHILE HE 
SHOULD OF COURSE PURSUE SUBJECTS OE MILITARY/STRATEGIC 
NATURE WITH U.S. GOVERNMENT, HE SHOULD DO SO SLOWLY AND 
WITH CAUTION TO AVOID GETTING INTO HOT WATER WITH HIS OWN 
DECISION MAKERS IN NAIROBI. 
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2. MBOGUA SAID HE FAVORED RETURN OF WASHINGTON POST'S 
DAVID OTTOWAY TO NAIROBI, AND ASKED MY ADVICE ON HOW THIS 
MIGHT BE APPROACHED WITH HIS GOVERNMENT. I SUGGESTED THAT 
IF POSSIBLE HE SHOULD TAKE ACTION ON A PERSONAL, UNOFFI- 
CIAL BASIS. LEADING HIM (BASED ON MY KNOWLEDGE OF GIITHI'S 
"OFFER"), I ASKED WHETHER HE WAS CLOSE TO ANY 

KENYAN IN THE PRESS WORLD IN NAIROBI. YES, HE REPLIED: 

GEORGE GIITHI; BUT THEN ADDED THAT OF COURSE GIITHI HAD 
RESIGNED. I SUGGESTED, NEVERTHELESS, THAT THIS WOULD BE 
THE BEST APPROACH. 

3. ANOTHER MAJOR SUBJECT RAISED BY MBOGUA WAS AGRI- 
BUSINESS, KNOWING MY INTEREST. WE WILL KEEP CLOSELY IN 
TOUCH ON THIS SUBJECT AS MBOGUA IS MOST INTERESTED IN 
ATTRACTING AGRIBUSINESS TO ALL PARTS OF KENYA. HE 
PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZED THE TANA RIVER. CHRISTOPHER 
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